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John 1:9-17; Ephesians 2:4-9 
 

Times Have Changed 
 

I.​ Today we size people up & then write them off 
A.​ Based on a story we heard  
B.​ Based on an event 
C.​ Based on a season in their life  
D.​ Based on a habit  

 

II.​ We will do this to ourselves 
A.​ Define ourselves by a failure 
B.​ By a bad decision 
C.​ By a situation 
D.​ By a relationship 

 

III.​ No shortage of things that can make us feel bad 
about ourselves 

A.​ No shortage of fault 
B.​ No shortage of guilt 
C.​ No shortage of shame 
D.​ We try to deny it 
E.​ We try to hide it 
F.​ We try to blame others for it 
G.​ But deep in our soul we know we are 

1.​ Sinners by choice 
2.​ Sinners by nature 
3.​ Sinners by practice  

H.​ From that we experience  
1.​ Sorrow 
2.​ Suffering 
3.​ Death 

 

IV.​ The big questions we all ask 
A.​ Is there any hope, or is life hopeless?  
B.​ Has God written me off? Maybe He should 

have… 
C.​ Can anyone recover? 

 

V.​ How we can know God hasn’t written us off 
A.​ Because when Jesus showed up 

1.​ He didn’t write anyone off  
B.​ He came to give grace no matter their story, 

He knew their story 
C.​ Some examples 

1.​ Mary Magdalene  
2.​ Woman at the well 
3.​ Zaccheus 
4.​ Peter 
5.​ Nicodemus  

 

VI.​ His grace is what blesses, changes, & saves us 
A.​ What is grace? 

1.​ God doing for us what we cannot do 
for ourselves 
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2.​ God making a way when there was 
no way 

3.​ God giving favor, life, & forgiveness to 
those who have done nothing or 
could do nothing to deserve it 

4.​ God paying a debt He did not owe, 
because we owe a debt we could 
not pay 

5.​ God adopting, loving, & blessing 
someone who was His enemy 
 

VII.​ Ten things that grace does for us (why we need it) 
A.​ Grace seeks us out 
B.​ Grace saves us - Ephesians 2:8-9 

1.​ Not works - Romans 11:6  
C.​ Grace secures us  
D.​ Grace soothes us 
E.​ Grace is stoic 
F.​ Grace gives us strength 
G.​ Grace is sufficient 
H.​ Grace creates service 
I.​ Grace serves us 
J.​ Grace is supernatural 

 

VIII.​ The benefits of grace 
A.​ Grace is The Great Exchange 

1.​ 2 Corinthians 5:21  
B.​ Grace abounds more than sin 
C.​ Stop the performance 
D.​ Live a life of love & gratitude 

E.​ Sets you free to be who God made you to 
be 

F.​ Sets you free from having to appease  
G.​ Silence the critics 

 

IX.​ Our story is the story of God’s grace 
A.​ It’s God at work beginning in salvation 
B.​ It’s God providing it as we realize we need it 
C.​ It helps us to be self-aware of its importance 

on our life 
 

X.​ The push back to grace 
A.​ If God freely forgives, what keeps one from 

doing whatever? 
1.​ Grace prevents eternal judgement, 

but allows temporal judgement 
a.​ King David 
b.​ Samson 
c.​ Paul’s judgement over a 

church member in Corinth - 1st 
Corinthians 5:1-5 

d.​ Many examples today  
2.​ God is not mocked 

a.​ Sowing & reaping  
3.​ Godly discipline - Hebrews 12:7-11 
4.​ Grace points me to a thankful life 

  
 

 

By Grace You Are Saved Through Faith 
 Not Of Works 
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