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The Plan & The People Of Christmas
December 14, 2025

Matthew 1:18-25; 2:1-12
A Powerful Psychological Principle - Either You Get It Or You Don't

I.  How this principle works
A. Do you understand every decision has a built in
consequence?
B. We reap what we sow
C. Godis opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the
humble
D. God has a plan for your life

Il. God has a plan of redemption
A. Humanity fell
Satan gained control
. God promised a Redeemer
Destroy death
Establish His spiritual & physical kingdom
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lll. The birth of Jesus Messiah is Phase | of the redemption
promise

A. Jesus’ birth ushered in prophetic fulfilment

B. It would lead to His:
1. Sinless life
2. Sacrificial death
3. Supernatural resurrection

C. The plan & people of God used on that 1st Christmas

to represent those who would believe

IV. Joseph’s story

A.

B.

C.

D.

Joseph often overlooked
Joseph, the adoptive father of Jesus
He provided a framework of love, commitment,
provision, & protection through most unusual
circumstances
5 emotional stages of Joseph
1. Excitement
a. Betrothel
b. Kiddushin - ceremony pledge, contract
arrangement
c. Hoopa - marriage, ceremony
celebration
2. Shock - Mary is found with child
a. Life going along, then goes wrong
3. Confused - what to do
a. Expose her unfaithfulness
b. Privately divorce her
c. Marry her
4. Fear - an angel of the Lord says fear not
a. Afraid of future
b. Afraid of critics
c. Afraid of crificism
d. Angelic dream - Mary will have a baby,
you will name Him, save Him, baby will
save the world
5. Resolve - this was part of God’s plan
a. He will carry out the plan of God
b. He took Mary as his wife
c. Saved the child
d. He obeyed God's word
e. Not easy
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Going to Bethleham
Face Herod
Flee to Egypt
Bring them back to Nazareth
. Gossip, criticism haunt them
6. World needs more Josephs

a. Obedient

b. Honor God

c. Loveis achoice

d. Jesus at center
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V. Mary’s story
A. Chosen of God
1. Humble

Scriptural
Genealogy
Timing
. Place
B. She was contemplative

1. Carrying out the role she was to carry
C. She was curious

1. How can these things be?
D. She was confident

1. Mary believed God

2. This was the plan given
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VI.  Magi’s story
A. May have been 3 or 300
B. Came from Babylon - Persia
1. Students of Daniel
2. Students of Prophecy
3. Students of Astronomy
4. Students of Mathematics
C. The glory of God led them

D. They were king-makers
E. They came to worship Jesus
F. Wil not know the joy of Christmas without the worship
of Jesus
G. Magi experienced
1. Difficulty
2. Distance
3. Danger
4. Discomfort
H. How they sought Him
1. Message of Scripture: Daniel’'s prophecy
2. Ministry of the Spirit
3. Miracle of the star
l.  What they brought Him
1. Gold for a King - Sovereign dominion
2. Frankincense - Sinless deity
3. Muyrrh - Sacrificial death
J. Wealth belongs to Him
K. Witness belongs to Him
L. Worship belongs to Him

Shepherd’s story
A. Humble
B. Life not about them
C. Recognized - Lamb of God

God Has A Plan For This World
God Has A Plan For You In The Story Of Redemption
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