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Acts 24:1-10, 24-27; Hebrews 4:7-12 
 

The Consistent Warning Of Jesus 
 

I.​ Do not be deceived 
A.​ Deception happens 

1.​ Financial deception 
2.​ Relational deception 
3.​ Marital deception 
4.​ Personal deception 
5.​ Spiritual deception 

B.​ Deception distorts truth  
1.​ Deception embarasses, exhausts, & 

enslaves us  
2.​ Deception creates bondage 

C.​ Deception hates the truth & hates the people who 
tell the truth 
 

II.​ The source of deception is Satan 
A.​ Satan is the Father of Lies 
B.​ Satan has various tactics to deceive 
C.​ The story given by C.S. Lewis 

1.​ Tell them there is no heaven 
2.​ Tell them there is no hell 
3.​ Tell them there is no hurry 

 
 
 

III.​ Paul’s encounter with the government of Judea  
(Antonius Felix) 

A.​ His story may sound like a familiar story 
1.​ He rose from slavery to authority 
2.​ He valued advantage & gain over justice & 

truth 
3.​ He heard the gospel directly from the 

Apostle Paul 
4.​ He allowed power, lust, & privilege to put 

him in a relationship that brought shame & 
guilt 

5.​ He heard the truth but would not embrace 
it 

6.​ Felix knows the right thing to do but doesn’t 
do it 
 

IV.​ Paul proclaims Jesus to Felix 
A.​ As Paul is waiting to be judged he preaches Jesus 
B.​ Paul then breaks it down as to what is important, 

righteousness, self control, & judgment 
C.​ Paul made the truth personal 

1.​ You need to be in right standing with God 
D.​ Paul knew what was keeping Felix from being in 

right standing 
1.​ Felix fell into seduction 

a.​ You can be your own god 
b.​ You don’t need God 
c.​ You can do whatever you want 
d.​ Felix was seduced & deceived by 

the idea of power & privilege  
2.​ Felix embraced a situation he couldn’t let 

go 

 



a.​ A slave who became a governor, 
feelings of fraud & imposter 

b.​ Married to the great granddaughter 
of King Herod 

c.​ “In over his head” 
3.​ Felix was confused  

a.​ He believed the lie 
b.​ He wasn’t sure who to believe  

4.​ Felix believed he had no accountability 
a.​ He was isolated from trusted counsel 

5.​ Paul spoke into his life about being right 
with God  

6.​ Not as something you achieve but 
someone you receive  

E.​ Paul declared you need self control  
1.​ You allowed your appetites, your emotions, 

& your emptiness to take over  
2.​ Felix struggled with lust of the flesh, lust of 

the eye, & pride of life to take over 
3.​ Felix lacked values, boundaries, & ethics 
4.​ He gave no resistance to the voice of 

darkness 
5.​ Resistance begins in our thoughts, our 

secrets, & our hearts 
6.​ Resistance brings light to darkness as it 

confesses our sin to one another 
F.​ Then Paul mentions judgment  

1.​ Birth day, death day, & judgment day 
2.​ Things Felix needed to know 

a.​ Jesus is the judge 
b.​ Everyone will face judgment 
c.​ 2 types of judgment, one for the 

saved, one for the lost  

G.​  The believer’s judgment (evaluation) 
1.​ We will be judged fairly, individually, & 

thoroughly 
H.​ The nonbeliever’s judgment 

 

V.​ Felix’s response 
A.​ He was shaken 
B.​ We will talk later (when convenient)  
C.​ Did not want to hear this 

 

VI.​ The take away 
A.​ Each day is a blessing & an opportunity 
B.​ Each day brings us closer to that day 
C.​ Each day we can draw near to God 
D.​ The importance of truth in our life 

1.​ Honest with self 
2.​ Honest with God 
3.​ Honest with others 
4.​ Honest with authority in our life 

 

VII.​ Those who stay in bondage 
A.​ Dismiss the truth 
B.​ Allow lies & deception to keep them in darkness 
C.​ Victory begins with the truth 

 
  

Truth About Yourself 
Trust About Your Beliefs  

Truth About God’s Will For Your Life 
 

Today Embrace The Truth 
Today Embrace Salvation 

Be Set Free 
 

 


