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1 Peter 4:12-13; Revelation 2:10; 2 Corinthians 12:8-9 (NASB95)
Faithfulness In The Fire

I.  Suffering is not strange (1 Peter 4:12-13)

A. Fiery trails are part of the Chrisitan walk, not an
exception

B. Jesus suffered; His followers should expect suffering
as well

C. The early Church endured real persecution &
expected hardship

D. Christians must shift from surprise to preparation
when suffering comes

Il. Jesus taught us how to suffer well (1 Peter 2:21; John 9:1-3)
A. Jesus prayed for His enemies & continued to serve
from the cross
B. He demonstrated that suffering is not to be
escaped but embraced for God’s glory
C. Trials display God’s work & offer eternal impact

lll. Sometimes the thorn isn’'t removed
(2 Corinthians 12:7-9; Galatians 4:13-15; 2 Corinthians
10:10)
A. Paul's “thorn in the flesh” was a painful, humbling
trial
B. God answered Paul’'s prayer with “No”, but gave
grace

VI.

VILI.

C. Trials are platforms for God’s power & refining tools
for our faith

Revelation calls us to suffer well (Revelation 2:10; James
1:12)
A. The book is a call to faithfulness under persecution
B. Suffering is anticipated; tribulation will come
C. Promise: those faithful unto death will receive the
Crown of Life

Early Christians suffered well (Hebrews 12:1-3)
A. Ignatius of Antioch (AD 107): Chose martyrdom,
called himself “God’s wheat”
B. Blandina (2nd Century): Tortured & killed, yet held
firm, repeating: “I am a Christian”
C. These examples inspire modern believers to remain
steadfast in the face of trials

How do we suffer well today? (1 Peter 4:19; Acts 7;
Romans 5:3-5)
A. Enfrust your soul to a faithful Creator
B. Stay connected to the Church; do not isolate in
suffering
C. Be a person of prayer & the Word
D. Remember: the Cross comes before the Crown

Application

A. For the unbeliever: surrender your life to Jesus

B. For the suffering: lean on Jesus & your church
family

C. For those at peace: prepare now through study,
prayer, & service

D. For others: intercede for those walking through ftrials
or drifting away

Sermon outlines can be found at liveoak.church/outlines & in the Live Oak Church App



