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Luke 15:11-24 
 

 The Oldest Theme In The Bible  
Leaving The God Who Loves Us 

 

I.​ Why do we desert the God who loves us? 
A.​ Doubt leads to desertion 
B.​ Satan brought doubt to Eve 
C.​ Desertion fuels doubt 
D.​ When you leave God, the truth, & the faith… you 

believe anything 
 

II.​ The Parable of the Prodigal Son  
(How doubt leads to desertion) 

A.​ Disrespect of the Father  
1.​ I want things my way 
2.​ Wish you were dead 
3.​ I want what’s coming to me   

B.​ Deserted his Father, his faith, & his friends in the 
community (after he got what he wanted) 

C.​ Decadence became a way of life 
1.​ It can be expensive 
2.​ It can be destructive 
3.​ A life with no boundaries can be dangerous 

 

III.​ Jesus gives us a glimpse of what is taking place 
A.​ God allows you to have free will 
B.​ God will allow you to reject Him 
C.​ But when the Prodigal leaves his father & his community  

1.​ He suffers eventually 

2.​ Everyone he is connected to suffers, Father, 
brother, & friends  

3.​ He soon discovers there is a high cost for low 
living 

D.​ He discovers that when our decisions are based on:  
1.​ Meanness 
2.​ Hatefulness 
3.​ Impulsiveness 
4.​ Carelessness 
5.​ Entitlement 

Then life eventually implodes  
E.​ Sin in our life takes over when 

1.​ An appetite is never tamed 
2.​ A weakness is never corrected 
3.​ When an attitude is never confessed 

F.​ When sin takes over then we allow doubt to motivate 
us to desert God, faith, & family 
 

IV.​ What happens when you go down the path of desertion? 
A.​ Your heart grows cold 
B.​ Your soul becomes callous 
C.​ Your lifestyle becomes carnal 
D.​ You never thought this is where you would be in life 
E.​ Others are surprised by your choices 

 

V.​ What happened to the son who deserted his Father? 
A.​ He lost it all 

(Three people are sitting in your chair) 
1.​ The person you are    
2.​ The person you could be to God 
3.​ The person you become when evil takes over & 

you leave God 
B.​ He quickly becomes lonely 
C.​ He longed to be filled  

1.​ He was hungry physically 
2.​ He was hungry emotionally 
3.​ He was hungry relationally 
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D.​ He latched onto someone he never thought he would 
1.​ A Jewish boy feeding pigs 
2.​ Wanting to eat pig slop  

E.​ He began to loathe what he had become 
F.​ He began to listen to that voice deep inside he had 

suppressed  
 

VI.​ When does a person pay attention to God’s voice? (Spiritual 
conviction) 

A.​ When they hit rock bottom 
B.​ When you have gotten as low as you can go 

1.​ No food 
2.​ No friends 
3.​ No family 
4.​ No fun 
5.​ No faith 
6.​ No future  

C.​ When you have squandered everything & now have 
nothing  

1.​ No friends 
2.​ No relationships 
3.​ Nothing 

D.​ When you realize you have deserted everything you 
once loved & once loved you 

E.​ When you have embraced that which you never 
thought you would 

F.​ You realize this was due to one foolish decision after the 
other 
 

VII.​ When you come to your senses (after hitting rock bottom) 
A.​ You recognize this isn’t working 
B.​ You rethink what you once denied 
C.​ You realize that life was once better than this 
D.​ You reflect on God’s grace & going back to God’s 

offer 
E.​ When you hit rock bottom 

1.​ You lose your pride 

2.​ You lose your position 
3.​ You lose your place 

 

VIII.​ So how does one come back?  
A.​ You own what you have done 
B.​ You make your way back with humility 
C.​ You realize God wants you back, as He looks for you to 

come back 
D.​ Eyes of faith see things that have been there all along, 

but you didn’t want to see them 
 

IX.​ The response of The Father 
A.​ Greets him 
B.​ Gives grace 
C.​ Gives unconditional love 
D.​ Rejoices/celebrates 
E.​ Restores with ring, robe, & sandals 

 

X.​ When faith takes over 
A.​ You see yourself in a true light 
B.​ Faith gives you courage to take the next step 
C.​ Helps you to receive what God has for you 

 
 
 
 

You Can’t Earn It 
 You Can’t Manipulate It 

You Can’t Pay It Back  
Receive It By Faith 

That Leads To Thankfulness 
That Leads To Love 
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