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IMPORTANT!

Christmas ‘tve and Christmas Day Schedule

Christmas Eve Christmas Day

3:30pm
5:00pm 10:30am
6:30pm

LIVE O#K CHURCH

we are driven by a single goal:

to do our part in leading pecople

into a growing relatronship with
Jesus Chrisl
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A TIME AND A PLACE FOR EVERYONE

For more information about groups and events visit
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www.liveoak.church or call (225) 664-4801

- WEEKLY CALENDAR -

SUNDAY
8:00 AM Worship Service
8:45 AM Children & Pre-Teen Sunday School
Sherri Gardener: K-3rd - Room #214
Jodi Rushing: 4th - 6th - Room #213
8:45 AM Student Ministry:
Linda Johnson: 7-11th Grade - Upstairs in FLC
Nathan Lott: 12th Grade - Age 25 - Upstairs in FLC
8:45 AM Adult Co-ed Sunday School Classes:
Pastor Mark Crosby - Choir Room
Dickie Davis - Room #202
Sam LoBello - New Members Class - Room #102
8:45 AM Senior Adults Sunday School Class:
Layne Hutchinson - Room #201
9:30 AM Co-ed Sunday School Class:
Robert Poole - Room #211
9:30 AM Children’s Church
9:30 AM Axis 456 Preteen - Chapel
9:30 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Students 7th-12th Grade:
Jonny Carroll - Upstairs in FLC
11:00 AM Children’s Church
11:00 AM Axis 456 Preteen - Chapel
11:00 AM Worship Service

MONDAY

6:30 PM Women'’s Deeper Life - Chapel

6:30 PM Men's Deeper Life - Room #201

6:30 PM Men’s Home Bible Study - Robert Poole’s House

TUESDAY
6:30 PM - Ist and 3rd Tuesdays of the Month - Chapel
Stephen Hebert - Battlefield of the Mind

WEDNESDAY

9:30 AM Worship Wednesday - Online

6:00 - 7:15 PM 4th Wednesday of the Month - FLC
Women, the Bible, & Mental Health

6:00 - 7:15 PM Kingdom Kidz: Kindergarten - 3rd Grade

6:00 - 7:30 PM Axis 456: 4th, 5th and 6th Grade

6:00 - 7:30 PM Student Ministry: 7th - 12th Grade

THURSDAY

6:00 PM Men'’s Play and Pray Basketball - FLC
7:00 PM Refuge - Room #201

7:00 PM Mid Week Worship - Chapel

FRIDAY
5:30 AM Iron Man Study - Room #202
6:00 PM Adult Co-ed Bible Study - Room #202

- ADULT EVENTS -

NEW MEMBERS CLASS
No Class in December!
Email Sam LoBello at sam@loumc.org

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

6:30pm in the Chapel

Second and fourth Tuesday of each month.

For more information email Stephen Hebert at stephen@loumc.org
Christmas Dinner at Duke’s in Watson on December 13th. (See Page 17)

MEN’S MINISTRY
Men'’s Prayer Breakfast
Second Saturday of each month at 7:30am in Room #202.

LIVE OAK LADIES

“My Favorite Things” Christmas Party
December 9 at 6:30pm

Registration Required (see app for details)

SENIOR ADULT COOKIE BAKE
December 8th at 8am
Cost is $20/pp

- STUDENTS & YOUNG ADULTS -

MOTHER l DAUGHTER TEA
December 3rd
Registration Required (see app for details)

CHRISTMAS PARTY
December 4th
Registration Required (see app for details)

STUDENT I PARENT DINNER
December 14th
Registration Required (see app for details)
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t's hard to believe that we
are entering the Christmas
Holiday  season (2022).
What a year it has been.
The

UMC denomination, Brother Tommy’s

disaffiliation from the

homegoing, and seeing many coming
back to church after 2 years of dealing
with Covid-19. We also experienced
many new ways of doing ministry
among our students and children and
saw some time-honored ministries bless

our community.

As the year comes to a close we focus
the

reminding the world of the birth of

once again on celebration of
our Savior and Lord. Our hope is to
proclaim to the world who Jesus is and
why He came. This is why I love this
time of year, because for a few weeks the
world pauses and celebrates (directly or

indirectly) the birth of the Savior as we

declare who He is and why He came.

The Child is This”
composed by William Chatterton Dix

Hymn “What
who after a near-death experience,
and severe depression came to believe
in Messiah and was Born Again. He
became a student of the scriptures
and wanted others to experience the
salvation and life-transforming power
of Messiah as humanity recognizes what
happened on that most holy night. This
hymn is one of the most beloved hymns
of the Christmas Season as it captures

the essence of the birth of Messiah.

“Our hope is to
proclaim to the
world who Jesus is
and why He came.”

This Christmas Season our sermon

series will focus on the message “What
Child Is This?” We hope to equip the
believers, challenge the skeptics, and
bring hope to the hurting as we ask and
answer the question, “What Child is

This.”

So come join us this Christmas Season,
as we share the Good News of great joy
for all people as we share “What Child
is This.” Have a joyful Christmas season
and join us here, at Live Oak for a time

of joy and celebration.

articles & devotions

Hope to see you Sunday! m .

Dr. Mark Crosby
Senior Pastor
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articles & devotions

by Dickie Davis

As many of you already know, and for those that don’t, I will be retiring from the ministry and the church on January 1, 2023. As
such, I have taken the time to reflect on my time as a pastor and have asked, “Have I been successful in what I have done? How

do I spell success?”

To answer these questions, I talked with other pastors, some retired and some active, to hear their responses regarding success in
the ministry. Most all indicated that success meant moving to a larger congregation because that is how one was promoted. But

I also heard sadness as many expressed that in the pursuit of larger pulpits, they neglected their families.

Sometimes, when we get what we want, we discover that we don’t want what we've got. Success isn't always all that it is cracked
up to be. Unfortunately, the drive for success in worldly accomplishments bleeds over into the world of the church. And, I found

that I got caught up in some of those unhelpful atticudes from time to time.

I don’t like to admit it, but there were times when I was jealous of others — others whose ministry seemed more successful; higher
attendance, more recognition, and so forth. Admittedly, I wanted that success. I wanted to feel that I had arrived, that I mattered

and was making a difference.

Now, this is a skewed understanding of ministry and success. But that is the yardstick that many use. And, this thinking is

tempting and alluring with the power to draw us in.

8 LIVE OAK CHURCH MAGAZINE | DEC. 2022



Here’s the thing. If having a large congregation with a huge
budget and huge worship attendance is the meaning of
ministerial success, then I think we have to count Jesus Christ

as a great failure.

Now understand, I believe that if He wanted to, Jesus could
have built a great center of learning and worship, and thousands
But He didn’t do

that. Jesus chose to go around the countryside, teaching to

upon thousands would be drawn there.

those who would listen. He never spent much time in one
place. He didn’t try to organize a large group of like-minded
scholars. Instead, He found ordinary men, who worked for a
living and who were somewhat short on formal education, and
taught them what they
needed to know. Also,
Jesus didnt wear His
credentials out on His
sleeve to let everyone
know how great He was.
This is not exactly what 21st century standards would define as
successful. SUCCESS IS FOUND IN FOLLOWING JESUS

CHRIST, not in accumulating worldly honors, riches or fame.

This brings me to where I am today. In Mark 9 we read the
account of Jesus and the mount of transfiguration. (I encourage
you to read it sometime.) As the Bible says, while there, Jesus
was transformed before Peter, James and John. It was such an
exciting event that Peter wanted to build booths and stay on
the mountain top. But they never got around to building any
structures because a voice from heaven spoke saying, “This is

my Son...listen to Him.”

Jesus brought them down off the mountain because there was
much work that needed to be done — they had to come down to

the valley to the people who needed to hear the gospel message.

The mountain top is a terrific experience. And, we all need
times like that. But that is not where true success lies. Success

is meeting people where real needs are.

articles & devotions

In Luke 4, Jesus reminded us that He came for the oppressed,
for the poor, and for the imprisoned. He came that the blind
might have sight, that the lame might walk, that the deaf might
hear, and that the mute might speak. He came because He
knew that there were those whose spiritual lives were dry. He
came to let people know that God loves them and cares for
them. In other words, Jesus came as one to serve. And that is

what He called me to do — to serve.

So, how do I spell success? By asking what is important to me.
By looking at my life to see what flows from my service. By
asking, “Am I willing to come off the mountain top and walk

in the valley and serve those that truly matter to Jesus Christ?”

AsTlook back over the 16 years that I have spent here, as well as
the 8 years in ministry before, I realize that I haven’t always said
the right things, or even done the right things. But I feel that
I can say that I have never stopped loving Jesus nor His people
here at Live Oak Church. I will miss being on staff. But know,

that I will continue to be here, serving where the Lord leads.

God bless you all. And, thank you for all you have done

for me.

Your brother in Christ

— Dickie.
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ONENESS
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by Sam LoBello

As Jesus’ crucifixion drew near, He looked toward Heaven
and prayed. Jesus was pouring out His heart to His Father.
Obviously, He was burdened over what was about to take place.

I find it interesting that Jesus at that crucial moment prayed for
you and for me. Knowing that He was about to depart, Jesus
prayed for His disciples, those that had faithfully followed
Him (John 17:6-19). But then the focus of His prayer shifted
and He prayed for all those who would later come to believe
because they heard the good news of the Gospel (v.20).

And what did Jesus pray? What was on His heart? That we be
one, just as He and His Father are one. Jesus was burdened
for us! He hoped and prayed that we would be in unity...that
we would be one...knowing full well that united His church
would stand, but divided it would fall (Mark 3:24-25). Jesus
was facing death on a cross, yet was burdened for us to be
united as one.

Fellow believers...the church becomes one when we seek Jesus,
the Head of the Church. As individual believers worship their

10 LIVE OAK CHURCH MAGAZINE | DEC. 2022

King, seek His will and serve His Kingdom, Jesus our King and
Head of the Church leads us to know and do His good will and

we find ourself united...in oneness.

Jesus and the Father are one. Two become one in marriage and
are to grow in marital oneness. And the Church is to seek the
will of it’s Head (Jesus) and as we come to know and do His
will, we too become one...in unity.

I want to commend our Live Oak Church Family for the unity
you exhibited in our recent vote to disaffiliate ourselves from
the United Methodist denomination. In the 40 plus years I
have been in the ministry I have never before seen such unity
on such an important Biblical and God honoring principle.

Our supreme allegiance is to Jesus, our King and the foundation
we build our lives upon is His Word. Your vote revealed your
heart at what you stand on. In that, Jesus is honored and
glorified and in that we are found as a congregation to be
united in oneness. 7
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articles & devotions

\

by Nathan Lott

I recently read that this generation is the most entertained and visually stimulated generation in history. Movies are
full of amazing special effects. Video games, phones and apps keep young men and women constantly entertained.
They are more connected now than ever in history. Yet despite all of their constant entertainment and connection,
they are the loneliest and most depressed generation in history. As a church we have found that more entertainment
is not the answer. We like to have fun and have activities with our students, but studies have revealed that what they
seek is not more entertainment but truth. Students need to hear both the gospel message and why the Bible is true.

Luke 2:52 says that Jesus grew in wisdom and stature. In 1 Corinthians 11:1, the Apostle Paul said to imitate me as I
imitate Christ. This is the focus of our student ministry here at Live Oak. Over the last two years we have witnessed
our students grow in their knowledge and love of the Lord in amazing ways. Our student ministry emphasizes the
use of apologetics. In 1 Peter 3:15, Peter instructs believers to always be ready to give a defense of what they believe.
The word defense is the Greek word (apologia). It does not mean to apologize but to give a reasonable defense of
why you believe what you believe. Through this focus we have seen an incredible response of students wanting to
commit to Jesus and serve at the church. We have students weekly who confess a change of heart and atticude. This
is the result of teaching students the true words of the scriptures.

We would like to encourage you to help us get your 7th - 12th grade students involved by bringing them to our
special service and class for their age group.

Sunday Morning Bible Studies
* 8:45am Upstairs in the FLC (classroom to the right) 7-11th grade
 8:45am Upstairs in the FLC (classroom to the left) 12th - age 25
* 10:00am Upstairs in the FLC 7-12th Grade
Wednesday Night Worship Service
* 5:45-6:20pm Drop Off at the FLC
*  6:30-7:15pm Worship Service in the Chapel
e 7:15-7:30pm Small Groups
e 7:30pm Dismissal
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CHRISTMAS

IS ABOUT

WORSHIP

BEFORE

ANYTHING

ELSE

by Trent Barnett

When it comes to the Christmas
season, it’s safe to say life gets busy.
We go from store to store trying to
find the right gifts for everyone on
our list. We rush from party to party
trying to see everyone we need to see
(or maybe just to meet family/work
obligations). We spend time with
the family decorating the house,
baking treats, and creating memories
- all things that define the Christmas

season for many of us.

The very first Christmas happened
in obscurity though - without trees
or decorations, in a small town, and
likely in a cave where animals were
kept (not quite as picturesque as the
manger scenes we decorate our homes
with). Almost no one around noticed
what happened that night. People
went about their busy lives, unaware
a baby had just been born that would
change history. Christmas is the time
we celebrate that birth - the birth of
Jesus Christ.

The celebration of the baby Jesus
born in the manger at Christmas
is forever linked to the work He
came to accomplish - His death and
resurrection. This is the ultimate
sacrifice that brought salvation
and life to a world overwhelmed
by darkness. In Matthew 2 and
Luke 2, when the Magi and the
shepherds visit the newborn Jesus,
it’s amazing to see what happens in
those moments: they worship. “They
saw the child with his mother Mary,
and they bowed down and worshiped
Him” (Matthew 2:11). For them,
the birth of the baby who would
bring redemption to the world is
good news worth celebrating. For
them, Christmas is about worship
before anything else. They fall on
their knees in worship, praising the
wisdom of God who comes to us in
the form of a baby.

articles & devotions

Christmas music provides a great
opportunity to worship by lifting
our voices through singing, thanking
God for sending His Son to be the
shining light for our redemption.
When we focus on the words we
sing (not just the melodies), we dig
deeper into what those words mean.
These texts are filled with great
lyrics of celebration that lead us to
worship. “Glory to the newborn
King...God and sinners reconciled”
(Hark! the Herald Angels Sing).
“God sent us salvation that blessed
Christmas morn” (Go Tell It on the
Mountain). “Remember Christ our
Savior was born on Christmas Day to
save us all from Satan’s power when
we were gone astray’ (God Rest Ye
Merry Gentlemen).

So this Christmas season, let us
remember: Christ our Savior was
born! It’s a moment in time worth
celebrating. May we pause from
the busyness to remember and to
celebrate the birth of God’s Son,
who died on the cross for our sin,
and who rose from the dead to
defeat sin, death, and the grave. This
Christmas, let us “worship Christ the
newborn King!” (Angels from the
Realms of Glory). When Christians
focus on the real celebration of
Christmas, an  amazing thing
happens: the world sees people who
look differently, worshiping Christ
as their first priority, and hearts are
drawn to a saving knowledge of Him.
Christmas is not about the presents,
decorations, food, or traditions. It is
all about celebrating and sharing the
Good News of the birth of the Savior
of the world, God Incarnate. #
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articles & devotions

You bet they are..

We hear a lot about teaching our children
to have “Godly behavior” or to be “Christ-
like” in their words and actions. I agree
that it is important to teach our children
this behavior, but, I think, it is even more
important to show them this behavior,

modeling Godly behavior.

I'll never forget that Sunday morning when
I brought my granddaughter with me to
“big” church, and during worship, she
raised her hands in praise. She was four.
Did she know what she was doing or why
she was doing it? No, but she was watching
me and figured it must be the thing to do.
Children do what we do.

Your kids are watching you live life, the
good, bad, and ugly. They are watching
how you handle it when things are stupid
crazy in the morning, you're late, your kid
only has on one shoe and two different
socks, and you can't find your keys. They
are watching when you and your spouse

have an argument but then make up. They
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see you when you help the elderly lady with
her groceries at the store. And they notice
when you are sad and broken and reach

out to God for comfort. They also see you
grab your Bible when you're looking for
guidance.

Proverbs 22:6 says “Train up a child in the
way he should go, and he will not depart
from it.” One definition of the word train
is to “teach a particular skill or type of
behavior through practice and instruction
over a period of time. That’s the definition
we usually think of when we are talking
about behavior. But I also like this one: “to
direct growth usually by bending and prun-
ing.” Modeling Christian behavior may
take a bit of bending and pruning; both

from us as parents and our kids as well.

I getit, parenting isn’t always easy and it
means we have to be intentional every sin-
gle day. It’s really hard to model appropriate
behavior for your kids all the time, and no
one is expecting you to be perfect. Life is

messy and every day brings its challenges,
but this gives us opportunities to live a
life worth copying. Think about what you
want your kids to learn from you and try
to model that in your own life. There will
be times, many times, when you make
mistakes or don’t do things exactly as you
had planned. But, that is okay. When that
happens, take the opportunity to talk to
your kids about where you slipped up and
how you hope to be different next time.
Kids learn important lessons from you
when they see you correct mistakes.

We are not perfect. None of us are. We

all fall short and we all, at times, behave in
ways that we aren’t happy about. Surround
yourself with friends who love the Lord.
Attend church and Bible Study. Study your
Bible and pay attention to what you are
watching and listening to. By modeling
Godly behavior, we can help our children
through their formative years and mold
them into men and women of God, well-
equipped to navigate life.



Small Groups

live oak church

= SUNDAY SMALL GROUPS -

Starting at 8:45 AM
Pastor’s Coed Class - 2nd Timothy - Choir Room
Dickie’s Coed Class - The Book of Acts - Room #202
Bro. Sam - New Member Class - Room #102
Wesley Senior Adult Class - Explore the Bible - Room #201

Starting at 9:30 AM
Robert’s Coed Class - Book of Romans - Room #211
Todd & Sealy Couple’s Class - Miracles of Jesus - Room #202

Starting at 5:00 PM & 6:00 PM
5:00 PM - Young Adults - H.S. Seniors—Age 25 - Chapel
6:00 PM - Layne Hutchinson’s Doctrinal Study (Coed) - Room #202

- WEEKDAY SMALL GROUPS -

Monday - 6:30 PM

Jan Tate - Deeper Life Women - Take Courage - Chapel
David Tate - Deeper Life Men - Room #201
Robert Poole - Men’s Home Group - Robert Poole’s Home

Tuesday - 6:30 PM
Stephen Hebert - Grief Support Group - (2nd & 4th Tuesday) - Chapel
Stephen Hebert - Battlefield of the Mind - (1st & 3rd Tuesday) - Chapel

Thursday
6:00 PM - Jim Otken - Men’s Play & Pray Basketball and Lesson - FLC
7:00 PM - Sam LoBello - REFUGE Addiction Recovery - Room #201

Friday
5:30 AM - Jim Otken - Men’s Group - Zephaniah - Room #202
6:00 PM - Robert Poole - Coed - 1 John - Room #202

Second Saturday of Each Month
7:30 AM - Bro. Sam - Men’s Study/Prayer Breakfast - Room #202
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SENIOR ADULTS
Merry Christmas!

by Landra Reed

“AND SHE WILL BRING
FORTH A SON, AND YOU
SHALL CALL HIS NAME
JESUS, FOR HE SHALL
SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM
THEIR SINS.”

MATTHEW I:21

What greater gift than the love of God! Praying you all enjoy
this Christmas season with friends and family, celebrating the gift
of our Lord and Savior.

We had another great turnout for our yearly Fall Feast. Thank
you again for all who helped. Now it’s time to get our aprons back
on, drink a little eggnog, listen to a lot of Christmas music, and
bake some cookies. On December 8th at 8:00 a.m. in the FLC
we will have our first annual Christmas Cookie Bake. If you have
not signed up yet, please do so. The cutoff date will be December
3rd. The cost is $20 to help pay for all the ingredients. Also, don’t
forget to bring containers for all the delicious cookies and candies
you will be taking home. We will also be having a contest on who
can create and wear the most festive Christmas apron. Lunch will

also be served for those who participate. 7/
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GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

PLANS FOR DECEMBER

We will be having our annual Christmas Dinner at Duke’s in Watson on December 13th (2nd Tuesday) at 6:30pm.
Please RSVP by December 7th by sending an email to stephen@loumc.org. After our dinner on 12/13/22, we will
not be meeting again until the 2nd Tuesday of the New Year, which is 1/9/23. T am looking forward to spending this
special time with all of you! May the Lord continue to pour out His love, mercy and grace in your lives and in the
lives of your family.

Merry Christmas!!

God Bless,
Pastor Stephen
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newsletter & updates

GOD'S MONEY AND YOU

by Jim Otken

As I sat down to write this, God reminded me of a lesson that the late Rev. Tom Bergeron, OSL

taught me. Brother Tommy used to say that there were 3 things that God has never seen.

1. God has never seen someone He did not love.
2. God has never seen a situation He could not fix.

3. God has never seen a substitute for His Son Jesus Christ.
So simple, and so very true.
This year has been challenging for all of us in many ways, however, our mission has not changed at
all. We will continue to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and stand on God’s Holy Word as the
source for truth in our lives.
Thank you for your financial support of Live Oak Church. For the first time, decisions on use of

these resources are 100% made by people who love, serve, and worship at Live Oak Church. Now

more than ever, these resources will allow us to be a lighthouse for our community. 7
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by Sam LoBello

One of my seminary professors used to say to his class while teaching, “This is a drop from the altar.” He was
communicating to his students that what he was about to say was important and may well appear on the next
test. As a result, it would be wise for us to remember it.
As T have journeyed through life God has given me “Drops from the Altar” from time to time. I have tried to

remember them and apply them to my life. I will share one with you each month. I hope you find them to be
helpful in your journey, as well.

“Spend Time with the King and
Serve His Kingdom.”

-Marvin Collins

LIVE O#K Laddies

s

Read through the Bible in a year with the encouragement, help and
support of your fellow sisters in Christ.

Each Wednesday, beginning on January 11, 2023 at 6:30p.
Conference room.

More information to follow once you register.

Email faith@loumc.org with any questions.
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newsletter & updates

Supporl Instruction. Accountability.

"Taste and see the LORD is good,
Dlessed Is the one who takes
refuge in Him’

Thursdays al 7pm

STRUGGLING WITH ADDICTION?
WE AREHEREFORYOU.
WE MEET IN ROOM #201.
COME JOIN US!
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live oak church

"MEET OUR TEAM

Coming together from a wide variety of backgrounds and experiences, our skilled team of pastors
and ministry professionals are the backbone of Live Oak Church. Their ideas and leadership help
shape the direction and mission of our organization as we continue to grow.

PASTORAL
|

Dr. Mark Crosby Rev. David Orges Rev. Dickie Davis Rev. Stephen
Senior Pastor Executive Pastor Associate Pastor Hebert

Minister of

Pastoral Care

YOUNG ADULT &
FINANCE ADULT MINISTRY STUDENT MINISTRY

Jim Otken Rff"- Sam LoBello Rev. Nathan Lott
Treasurer DlreCt_Or_ ‘OF.A‘dult Director of Young
Ministries Adult and Student

Ministries
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
|

Trish Graves Faith Storck Ila Clark

Austyn Chopin
Children’s Children’s Mother’s Day Out Mother’s Day Out
Ministry Director Ministry Assistant Program Administrator Curriculum
Administrator
|
|
‘.1 e T
W -
I
i "
. : e
: Vi e 1]
1]
7 : _L #
[, | j T
TR
Rev. Trent Barnett Seth Doiga Chris Lacara
Director of Music Minister Maintenance
Worship Ministries Director

OFFICE COMMUNICATIONS
|

Linda Holdman Kim Pamplin

Thanette Krist Norsworthy
Administrative Office Hunsberger Communications
Assistant Professional Office Coordinator
Professional
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It begins right here!
CONNECT CARD

IF ¥OU ARE HERE FOR THE FIRST TIME WE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME YoLU!
BE SLIRE TO FILL OUT THIS CARD AND BRING IT TO THE CONNECTION CENTER
WE WANT T0 THANE YOU FOR JOINING LS TODAY,

CONTACT INFORMATION

@ HOME @ MOBILE
@ WORK @ OTHER

@ FIRST TIME GUEST @ RETURNING GUEST
@ MEMBER OF LIVE OAK CHURCH

FAMILY INFORMATION

@ [HAVE APRAYERREQUEST @ |WANT TO JOIN LIVE OAK
. | AM INTERESTED [N BAPTISM . LPDATE MY MFORMATION
@ | AM INTERESTED IN COMMUNITY GROUPS

EPTED JESUS AS MY SAVIOR

LIVE OZK

Located at the Information Desk




