Ouvutline — November 22, 2020
Ephesians 5:20-21; Acts 27:9-17
Persecution In Storms (The Power Of Giving Thanks)
Acts 27:18-35

Sometimes It Feels Like The ‘““Storms Of Life”” Are Persecuting Us

I.  How we respond often determines how well we manage the “storms of life”
A. We can get angry
B. We can be fearful
C. We can depress
D. We can give thanks and face it

Il. The four types of people and the thankfulness they give
The chronic complainer (nothing ever good enough)
No sense of gratitude

Grateful for obvious blessings

Give thanks in all things through life
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lll. The importance of thanksgiving
A. It guards you from discouragement
B. It changes your attitude
C. It changes your perspective
D. It draws you near to God
E. A lack of thanksgiving is often a symptom of spiritual darkness

IV.  What’s the duration of a giving thanks?
A. “Always give thanks”
B. Written by a person in prison on his way to more persecution
C. Facing a storm that could end his earthly life

V. The four types of storms that come into our lives
A. The storms that come naturally
B. The storms that we create (due to our disobediences)
C. Others drag us into storms
1. Parents
2. Kids
3. Co-workers

D. Sometimes God sends storms
1. To humble us
2. To mature us
3. To create empathy
4. To create independence

VI.  When the storms come, there are ways to guarantee your ship will sink
A. Make decisions without wise counsel, discussion and prayer (make a hasty
decision)
B. Take worldly wisdom over biblical wisdom
C. Take the easy way instead of the wise way
D. Follow the crowd (in the Bible, “the crowd” was often wrong)



E. Believe the lie that if it looks good or “feels” right, it must be ok
F. Don't include God or consider God’s will in the decision

ViIl. What are the symptoms that our “ship” is ““sinking in the storm” of life?
Dreams dissolve
We lose control
We get tired
Resources are lost
Hope vanishes
Foolish decisions abound
. “Escapism” occurs
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VIll.  What are the results of thanking and including God during the storm?
(The dynamics of thanksgiving)

We create courage in our situation

We see the hand of God

We gain a peace (good cheer)

Our trust becomes greater

Our faith becomes stronger

When the storm passes, we see God’s grace in a new light
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IX. Our greatest regret will be
A. Believing the wrong thing
B. Trusting the wrong person
C. Not giving thanks

We Can Be Thankful - As We Live By Promise, Not By Explanation -
As We Deal With The Storms Of Persecution In Life



