How Suffering Brings Success
Outline — January 19, 2025
Mark 8:34-37; 2 Corinthians 5:9-10; Hebrews 11:23-29

Purpose Is Essential To Life

I.  Purpose is essential to
A. Satisfaction in life
B. Happiness
C. Contentment in life

Il.  Three questions that are the gateway to purpose

A. What was | made for?

B. What breaks your heart?

C. What would you like people to line up and
thank you for at the end of your life?

D. In order to answer those questions well, you
will have to give up something. You may have to
leave your comfort zone.

E. Only when you realize your life is not about you
but about the one who created you do you
realize your purpose.

Ill. This is the point of Jesus to the crowd
A. Jesus is wanting to give you the formula that:

1. Makes life successful now

2. Brings reward into your (Eternal) future

3. Jesus is wanting us to think about the
present, but also the future.

4. Heis wanting us to not be consumed
with self or we will consume ourself.

5. Jesus is inviting us to live the life we
were created to live and receive the
success and reward we were made for.

6. He doesn’t want to see your life, talent,
& opportunities to slip through your
fingers like sand, looking back with
regret or entering Eternity with no
reward.

IV.  SolJesus gives the formula: Whoever loses his life for
my sake will save it (Not talking about death)
A. Heis talking about those who intentionally
choose to give a portion of their life
1. To follow Jesus
2. To do what they were created to do
3. To make a difference
4. Doing something about what it is that
breaks their heart
B. Two people come to mind

V.  We rarely hear of the importance of sacrificing &
suffering in order to be successful
A. Yet that is the formula Jesus gives

VI. Moses - real life application
A. Moses’ story 1st 40 years
1. Borninto a slave culture
2. A decree to kill Hebrew male babies
3. Putin a basket - found by Pharaoh's
daughter
4. Raised in status



5. Something broke his heart (abuse)

6.

B. Moses separates from Egyptian family to new

family
1.

2
3
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Groomed for success

Goes to Midian

Chose people of God

A new family, new connection
New understanding of God
No prosperity

No privilege

No palaces

He encounters God

Given purpose

Earns great reward

C. Moses’ secret

1.
2.

3. He had a belief God would reward/bless
4. He gave up passing pleasure of sin for

He saw what others didn’t
He had a vision

Eternal reward

D. Moses’ success

1.
2.
3.

v e

Chose to lose his life

He saw victory over Egypt

He saw hand of God

Protecting, providing, predicting
He is mentioned 852 times

He looked forward to reward

VII.

What awaits you?

A. For Believers
1. An evaluation
2. Reward
3. Place in the Kingdom

B. For Non Believers
1. Great White Throne Judgement
2. What does it profit, gain the world, lose

your soul?

The Choice You Make Today
Determines Your Success Or Failure Tomorrow
& Perhaps Forever



